
Message from Miriam Tong, CEO, IWSB to The Wight Strollers  27 April 2017 

 

“I was delighted to receive the invitation from The Wight Strollers to accept this generous 

donation to the IWSB Audio Library.  As an independent charity, long-established to serve 

visually impaired residents on the Island, we very much rely upon the support and 

generosity of local people, clubs and organisations.  We currently provide a variety of 

services to over 800 residents living with visual impairment on the Island.  However, we 

know that number is growing year on year and we would like to reach out to more visually 

impaired people with more services. 

The services we currently offer include information and support for visually impaired clients, 

their family and friends; we organise and facilitate a variety of clubs, social groups and 

activities; at Millbrooke House we have a resource room to demonstrate aids and 

equipment that might help the visually impaired remain active and independent; we offer a 

weekly audio roundup of news from the Isle of Wight County Press we call the ‘Talking 

News’ and, of course, we have our ever popular Audio Library. 

As The Wight Strollers have so kindly decided to support our Audio Library in particular; 

through our wonderful volunteers, who entirely provide and manage this service, the 

following figures have been gleaned:  We currently have over 2,500 tapes and 1,000 CDs 

and currently serve some 125 regular library users.  Whenever possible, postal deliveries 

permitting, we endeavour to send out audio books within a day of receiving the request.  

Our records show that, on average, we send out some 50-60 audio books each week to 

clients.  You will appreciate that, for many of these, this fantastic free service not only 

provides entertainment and enjoyment, but often helps prevent isolation.  Naturally as 

tapes and discs become worn, they need to be replaced, as do the reusable wallets that we 

use for posting and, of course, we endeavour to regularly add new authors and titles to the 

library.  So this generous gift from The Wight Strollers will enable us to make continuing 

investment in this service. 

I have mentioned our wonderful volunteers who run the Audio Library and Talking News 

and would like to say a little more about them now.  Our volunteer librarian, Kate Stone 

who has volunteered for the Society for some eleven years, manages our audio book 

requests on a daily basis.  Sadly, she is unable to be here this evening; however, I am 

delighted to have two other key volunteers here to formally accept your kind donation.  

John Lockley has not only been an active volunteer for more than ten years in the Audio 

Library team and as a fundraiser, but he is one of the Society’s Trustees and our Treasurer.  

Terry Mitchell is one of the Society’s longest serving volunteers who, for more than forty 

years, has supported the Audio Library service and manages the weekly Talking News 

production and distribution.  So, whilst thanking you for this generous donation, I would 

also like to acknowledge the generous support we receive from our volunteers and invite 

them to accept your gift.”  

 


